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This book is a part of the exhibition ‘Being Nicely Messy’ produced for the Audi Urban Futures Initiatives 
Award, 2012. The contents of this book are indicative and are meant to lead to further research. This book 
should not be considered as an exhaustive / comprehensive output, but is more of a representative piece.  
 



With more than 70 species of mammals, 90 species of reptiles 

and amphibians, 400 species of birds, 200 species of fish, 1200 

species of flora and thousands of species of insects the 

metropolitan region of Mumbai is said to be amongst the most 

bio-diverse urban areas in the world, where dense human 

habitation co-exists with the wild. Mumbai city itself has a 

national park, five rivers, mangrove forests, mudflats, large parks, 

three lakes, about hundred small water bodies and several 

neighborhoods with dense flora. The city has been home to many 

rare species of animals and birds like the leopard, the giant 

squirrel, the eagle owl, the flamingo, etc. 

In recent years, there have been discussions around the 

environment where non-human habitats are considered to be 

threatened though human action. Such discussions will intensify 

in the future. At the same time, environment will emerge, not 

only as crisis, but also as a fad and an enterprise. This guide 

compiles the biodiversity in the various ecologies of the city to 

help nature lovers, environmentalists, tourists and entrepreneurs 

to engage with the environment.  



National Park 

Aarey Milk 
Colony 

Tulsi Lake 

Vihar Lake 

Powai Lake 

Mithi River 

Gorai Manori 
mangroves 

Godrej Vikhroli 
Grasslands 

Mahim Bay 

Back Bay 

Malad Creek 

BARC Mangroves 

Mahul Creek 

Maharashtra 
Nature Park 

Dadar Parsi 
Colony 

Governor’s 
Palace 

BPT Gardens 

BIODIVERSITY HOTSPOTS IN MUMBAI 
  

FORESTS 
Sanjay Gandhi National Park 

Mahim Nature Park 
BARC Hills 

  
RIVER ECOLOGIES 

Mithi River 
Jogeshwari River 

Dahisar River 
Poisar River 
Mahul River 

  
COSTAL ECOLOGIES 

Mangroves 
Mudflats 
Beaches 

Rocky Outcrops 
  

PASTORAL ECOLOGIES 
Fishing Villages 

Agrarian Villages 
Farms 

  
Urban Parks 

Arey Milk Colony 
Botanical Gardens 

Zoo 
Hanging Gardens 
Tower of Silence 

Golf Clubs & Race Course 
  

Green Neighbourhoods 
Chembur 

Parsi Colony 
Anushakti Nagar 

Governor’s Bunglow 
Malabar Hills 



hanuman langur 

white head eagle 

Leopard 

bengal monitor lizard 

bombay caecillan 

rohu cat fish 

bhetki 
jungle cat 

python 

indian bullfrog 

cobra 

bat 
small indian civet 

pit viper 

owl 

FORESTS 



RIVER ECOLOGIES 

tern 

earthworms 

green algae  

river prawns river crab 

water snake 

snail 

frog 



COASTAL ECOLOGIES 

chameleon 

jackal 

Willd boar 

turtle 

flamingoes 

white stork 

great white pelican 

shrimp 

bombay duck 

dog faced snake 

mangroves 



PASTORAL ECOLOGIES 

rice 

banana 

mango 

jackfruit 
coconut 

eel 

bombay duck 

pomfret 

mackarel 
palm fruit 



URBAN GARDENS 

Aarey Colony  Tower Of Silence Hanging Garden Zoo Botanical Garden 
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myna 

Sparrow 

bulbul 

parakeet 

black winged kite 

woodpecker 

koel 

GREEN NEIGHBOURHOODS 




