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As land is constrained in Mumbai, increase in property is largely 

generated through redevelopment of old buildings. Since the past 

ten years, many buildings in the old villages, inner city areas, 

industrial areas, and suburban residential neighbourhoods have 

been pulled down and in their place tall towers have been 

constructed. As old settlements have over time got dilapidated, 

the government supported such redevelopments. However, the 

new typology of tall towers have not been able to accommodate 

the community spaces disrupting the community characteristics. 

Moreover,  as the new development had higher taxes and 

required expensive maintenance, the older occupants of the 

neighbourhood preferred to move out.  This catalogue looks at  

retrofitting five different types of old settlements and develops 

strategies to make them structurally stable, integrate newer 

services and programmes and make them more relevant for the 

existing occupants in the future conditions.  



RETROFITTING CHAWLS (OLD INDUSTRIAL HOUSING) Designing multiuse furniture to optimize space. 

Readapting old chawl housing into Old Age 
Homes with the addition of extra elevators, 
structural strengthening and letting out shops 
below for facilities for old people 

Introducing individual toilets inside chawl 
housing and converting common toilet 
blocks to stacked parking.  
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RETROFITTING OLD VILLAGE HOUSING 

Original house  

Incremental addition of 
a room and terrace for 
an expanding family or 
to rent out for 
additional income. This 
is  done by a local 
contractor instead of 
large builders . 

Addition of a rain roof 
(barsati) and 
possibilities of 
expanding small public 
activities run by social 
entrepreneurs.   

ALTERNATIVE 
POSSIBILITIES 

Expected Possibility 



RETROFITTING INNER CITY HOUSING 

New skin allows structural strengthening. In addition to that it 
provides a skin of fire-escapes, and new public spaces for the 
vibrant, dense life inside to spill out. 


